
How are you feeling about Distance Learning? And how are others? 
Some of our own Ione Jr. High teachers and peers tell how this 
affects them, how they think it affects others, and how they would 
improve distance learning. These interviews will consist of different 
opinions from our 7th, and 8th, graders and our teachers.

First, I went to some of our fellow classmates. There are five main 
questions I’m asking: “How do you feel about Distance Learning?” 
“How do you think it's affecting others?” “If and how has it helped 
you?” “How would you improve it if you could?” and lastly, “What 
do you dislike about it?”

I asked Reese Smith the most important question: “How has 
distance learning helped you?” “Distance Learning has helped me 
improve on composing emails, due to email being the main way to 
communicate with teachers.”

I asked Sam Baker how he likes Distance Learning so far. He said, 
“I would rather go to the actual school but it's ok, so far. I also 
asked what he dislikes about it: “I don't really dislike it at all, they 
are doing a good job”

I asked Kieran Watson how he feels about Distance Learning as 
well. “I kind of like doing Distance Learning because it is a little 
easier for me, but I would rather be doing actual school… I hope 
you know what I mean. I also feel that Distance Learning is breaking 
up friendships because during classes, you don't really get to talk to 
your friends.” I then asked how/if Distance Learning has helped 
him, “Like I said, Distance Learning is a little bit easier. I don't 
know how to explain how it is, but it just feels easier. So, I guess it 
helped me a little bit. But I also feel that Distance Learning has 
made many things a lot more confusing. It doesn’t really help me.”

Emily Bullard said she doesn't like Distance Learning, because “it’s 
hard for me to focus by myself” and she would “have everyone turn 
on their camera so that the students could be interactive.”

I asked ASB, Science, and Art teacher Mrs.White how she feels 
about Distance Learning and her response was “I am conflicted 
because I think I am doing an okay job with it, but I like to interact 
with all my students; especially with my ASB and AVID kids! I am 
conflicted with that, and there are some positives that are coming 
out of it, and I really wish people would embrace that. For instance, 
we are all getting much more comfortable with technology, and we 

need to do that; we are in the 21st century, computers are 
everywhere. And with some of the things I am learning to do in 
Distance Learning, I think ‘Oh I’m bringing that into the classroom!’ 
I am looking forward to those opportunities of learning myself. But 
it is hard to not be around people, the school days are exceptionally 
long for teachers. I’m on from 8am to about 5pm, and I spend one 
day on the weekend working. I work really long days, I don't like 
wearing glasses, or sitting in a chair. I like being in a classroom 
because I am more physically active.”

Mr. Herberger thinks Distance Learning affects others like this: “I 
think it's very hard on some families because it seems like it could 
cause a lot of pressure if there is more than one kid at school. Then 
they might have to share a computer, or they have a spotty internet, 
or they have pets running around. It seems like it's very hard for 
them. I think in a perfect world, we would have our own computer 
and good internet connection.”

And this is what Mrs. Summers dislikes about Distance Learning: 
“The technical difficulties are one, and I think what I don't like 
about Distance Learning is that people are feeling like it’s 
temporary, when it might not be. So, I worry that it's not being taken 
seriously, because this is the way that we are going to do it. And 
maybe we’ll get better and come back to class, but still have some 
problems... We are going to have to keep doing it no matter what, 
it's the way it's going to be. So I think it gets a bad rep.”

And if Mr. Modesti magically could, he says he’d snap his fingers 
and have everyone get good internet and a device to do school with. 
“I like that we are able to still have school even with all of the 
challenges of the pandemic. I like that we are able to still meet with 
students; that we are able to still work to try to help (students) make 
progress and continue to learn. But if I could pick, I would 
definitely pick being back in normal school, because I and, I would 
say we as a staff, the reason we teach is because we care about kids, 
we like being around kids and we want to interact with you guys not 
just see you all on a screen.” 

To finish, here is a quote from a 2020/21 college student I 
appreciated: “Not being able to learn in a classroom alongside other 
classmates has robbed me of hands-on learning, study groups, and 
not to mention a focused learning environment” - Ruth Chernioglo, 
age 18.
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Halloween is a tradition that has been going on for close to two 
thousand years. It started as an ancient Gaelic festival called Samhain. 
People believed it was the one night of the year that spirits visit the 
living. Modern Halloween costumes became popular between the 1930s 
and 1950s, but made a big hit in the 1990s.  Many European cultural 
traditions hold that Halloween is a time when magic is most potent and 
spirits can make contact with the physical world. In medieval times, it 
became a celebration of the evening before All Saints Day. Immigrants 
from Scotland and Ireland brought the holiday to the United States. 
This year it is a Harvest Moon on Halloween, and it is a Saturday so it's 
more relaxing for us. 

Here are some classic Halloween movies for the whole family: Night of 
Terror, Twichtes, Halloween Town, Hocus Pocus, and my favorite, A 
Nightmare Before Christmas. If you are planning to go pumpkin 
picking this year, Amador Flower Farm will be open, and if you were 
planning to go trick or treating, our community is providing three days 
of trick or treating: Thursday the 29th, Friday the 30th, and Saturday 
the 31st from 12pm to 5pm. so put on your costumes, and your masks 
of course, and join in the fun of this year's trick or treating in downtown 
Sutter Creek. If the store will be giving out candy, they will have orange 
and black balloons so you and your family can find the spots easier.

I am so grateful that our community put this together for us kids! 
Thank you so much for putting this together. Thanks, Amador County, 
and stay safe.                                                 

What are you going to dress up as?

The NFL has issued materials and a video to the staff, players, and 
coaches that explains what measures they have taken and what everyone 
has to do to keep everyone safe. Each team must create their own 
Infectious Disease Emergency Response plan. Everyone must follow 
these protocols and guidelines. Everyone is tested regularly for 
COVID-19 and they have replaced all door handles and push bars with 
automated or no touch doors. You also have to sanitize any sharable 
items which includes towels, water, food, and clothing. You must stay 
six feet away from people when inside facilities. Everything in the 
facilities must receive a hospital grade cleaning at least three times a 
day. 

If an NFL player tests positive for covid-19 or comes in contact with 
someone who has covid-19 then they are put on a covid reserve list. 
Here are a few people in the NFL who have tested positive for 
covid-19:

Hey there! We are The Wise 

Owls, Cheyanne and Carmen. 

We write the advice column in 

the school newspaper, The Colt 

Chronicle. Email us anytime 

asking for advice, and we’ll get 

back to you! We hope to hear 

from you soon! 

Since we didn’t get anything 

asking for advice this month, 

we’re going to set up some 

guidelines for asking for advice. 

So, we won’t answer questions 

about answering schoolwork, but 

we can give you ideas on what can 

help. We can answer questions 

about some things at home. We 

will also give advice on 

relationships and romance. 

You can find us at: 

carellano@acusd.org  and   

cheyanne.northrop@acusd.org 

Also, at the end of the day we are 

still students, so don’t be afraid 

to contact our wonderful school 

counselor, Pam Dewitt, at 

pam.dewitt@acusd.org 

September 11, 2020, marked the 
anniversary of the most horrifying 
recent attacks on our country. 
When did it happen? Those of 
you that dont remember what 
happened, I'm about to tell you.

It happened on September 11th, 
2001 in New York City. In the 
morning of that day at 8:46am, 
five hijackers crashed American 
Airlines Flight 11 into the 
northern facade of the World 
Trade Center's North Tower. At 
9:03am flight 175 crashes into the 
south tower. At 9:37am Flight 77 
crashed into the Pentagon. At 
9:58am Flight 93 passengers 
called their families and said they 
were being hijacked. They were 
going to stop the plane before 
more innocent people were 
killed. At 10:03 Flight 93 crashed 
into a field after passengers and 
crew stormed the cockpit. 

Nearly 3,000 people lost their 
lives due to these attacks.
With the towers going down, the 
Pentagon attack and the hero's of 
Flight 93, plus the firemen and 
police officers who tried to help 
to get people out.  

This is why we honor them on 
the anniversary date. This attack 
will always be in our memories, 
never to be forgotten.

Happy Halloween!

Here is what player’s for the 49er’s think of having no fans in Levi 
Stadium:

Jimmy Garoppolo said “I mean obviously not having the fans out there, 
not having the faithful it’s gonna be weird and we’re gonna miss those 
guys it’s just the energy they bring it’s just unbelievable, it’s invaluable 
for our team and we’re just gonna have to bring that energy ourselves.”

Nick Bosa said “It’s just gonna be that initial get going that the fans 
really help you with. I think once you really get into the game and start 
playing you kinda become self motivated or else you’re not going to 
play very well but, just having fans on third downs and just getting you 
going when the game starts and the National Anthem all that stuff 
hearing everybody cheer...”

1. Sean Payton: 
Coach, New Orlean Saints

2. Brian Allen: 
Center, Las Angeles Rams

3. Von Miller: 
Linebacker, Denver Broncos

4. Ezekiel Eliott: 
Running Back, Dallas Cowboys
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